ARTICLE / NEWS
Poverty in Morne-A-Bruler, Haiti

Until Jan. 12, 2010, few people gave Haiti much thought. However, after the magnitude 7.0 earthquake and global news network coverage of the
devastating damage and socio-economic canditions in the aftermath, the country and its people were on the minds of many. For Haitians, though,
the new disaster was yet another knockdown for those living in the least developed and poorest country in the Westem Hemisphere. Such
generational experiences have left a legacy ofilliteracy, inadequate or absent healthcare, premature death and extreme poverty. Eighty percent of
Haitians live below the poverty line with more than one-half in alject poverty. According to Pranay Udutha from the University of Georgia’s
Defense and Diplomacy Center in his 2011 report, Restructuring USAID: A Case Study of Huiti, “This lack of ability to bounce back
economically after the disaster has exacerbated the earthquake’s impact and caused the Haitian economy to contract by eight percent. Having
little before the disaster means Haitians have little incentive to actively rebuild.”

The World Bank’s 2011 Policy Research Working Paper, Vidnerg 1 ‘ quake, states that 55.6
percent of Haitian households live with less than US $1 per day and 7.7 percent with less than US $2 per day Income is unequally distributed
with 20 percent of the poorest receiving 2 percent of total income whil e 20 percent of the richest

receive 68 percent of total incame. Hati & alsoat the bottomaf the Warld Bark’s rarkings of health indicators due to poor santation, nutritionand nacequate
healthservices Alnost 50 percert of Haitians have no acoess to heathcare, 80 percent have no clean drirking water; and 50 percert are classifiedas “food nsecure”
As of 2009, dranic nalnutrition (stunting a wndersized children) affected fom 181 to 31.7 percent of 6-nrorth to 5-year old children: Corsequently, the under 5-
year dd nurtality rate is twice the regioral average, and life expectancy is 18 years shorter than theregioml average. Malmitrition is refted to food insecurity as food
isthe main experditure for Haitian howseholds. As a resul, they are deferseless when faced with price fluctuations

According tothe Library of Congress” Feceral Research Divisian (FRD) 2006 Cowntry Profike an Haiti, life expectarcy at birth & orly 44 years. The World Health
Organization (WHO) estirrates thet only 43 percert receive the reconmended immnizatiors. Haitirarks st in the Western Herrisphere for healthcare spending—a
ere US 3 anrually per person Orly ane in four births isatended by a health professioral And, since nost rural areas heve 1o access totealtheare, residentsare
swsceptble to atherwise treatable diseases, such as typhoid fever and dholera. Outsice Affica, Haiti hes the highedt incidence of HIVAIDS inthe world Etinates
vary from45 percert rationally to 12 percent in urban areas and 5 percent in rural areas. As of 2006, the number of Heitian babies barn infected with AIDS was
5000. The

aitian babies bom infected with AIDS was S000. Thedisease & resporsible for ore in five infart deaths and 200,000 orphaned children.
Fducation stardhrds are verylowin Haiti as well. According to the FRD 2006 Courtry Brofie onHati the courtry’s 53 percert literacy rate is far below the 0
peroent average for Latin Anericanand Grritbean courtries. In 1997 the govermert created aneducation plan with the goal of universal access to qality schods.

"The feckeral ecication bucet increased fomO percent in 1997 22 percert in 2000 ard paid for

programs 0 provice schod Turches, unifars and bus transportation. Schod atendarce rse from20percert in 1994 to 64 percert in 2000 According tothe FRD
Caurtry Profile, “Ben with these inprovenents, however, the country il faces severe shortages in educational supplies and qualified teachers and the rural
population renains vatly underrepreserted in the cowntry’s classroams Grertly, nogt Haitian sdhods are jrivate rather than state-funded. Intemational private

schods (un by Carada, Frarce or the Unted States) and churdrunschods edicate 90 percert of students™

| Morne-A-Bruler & GVOHT

The W)ﬂd Bark catends that poverty in Haiti & all-enconpassing and multi-dinersional, and that 70 percent of the 4.5 million destitute live in rural areas. Mome-
A-Bruler, a commumal section of Haiti, is ane such area in serious need of healtheare, education and econamic developmrent. Its citizens pray for the same advartages
that other mothers and fathers comnonly receive for themselves, their children and their camunity. To ths end, Global Vision Over Haiti Today (GVOHI), a
Haitian nonrprofit, humenitarian organization, was sarted on April 15, 2006, to provide consistent help to local residents The organization warks to provide free
education, food and supplies along with creation of shelters and suppart for the hamekss. To succeed, GVOHT is asking for ponsars and irvestors to help build a
conmunity nedical center so residents can have ready access to healthcare and nedical aids/supplies. GVOHT needs international spansorship andar support from
any conparny, agency ar volutary aganization willing toassist with this critical mission. Such assistance will make possible a sincere difference inthe lives of the
peopk inore of the poorest and nost abandoned areas of Haiti

Mome-A-Bruler peaks at about 800 meters” altitude and offers beautiful mountain views with deep gorges and green hills Due to lack of developnent
assktance, residerts live in a precarious ecanomic state, cutting trees to nake charcoal and practicing rainfed agriculture. Community expenditures on education,
healthand food are based on agricultural perfommnce, which 8 often deficient due to ematic rainfall. Even potable water & non-existert in the area.

Wonen, who conprise 55 to 60 percent of the area’s total population, have no income. In Haiti, a tendency exists to marginalize wonen andto trivialize exclusion
and violence against them, especially in rural areas. This trend, which is pronounced in families, schools, churches, associations, groups and institutions, has
significantly slowed the process of development, progress and community transformation. Women are pillars in decision making, planning and management to
local sustainable develop ment.

Only a few people in Mome-A-Bruler have access to healthcare. In case of illness, residents must travel four hours to the nearest city. Fever, filariasis,
meningitis and diphtheria are just a few of the diseases affecting residents. One-quarter of area children suffer from malnutrition with noticeable protein and
vitamin A deficiencies. Kwashiorkor is prevalent, as is marasmus. Pregnancies and births are complicated, causing eclampsia, sepsis and abortions. Infant
mortality is high, especially among the most disadvantaged families. Young, pregnant teenage girls are particularly at-risk as are single family households where
only the mother or grandparents care for the children. These children are malnourished because powdered milk is very expensive to buy, and parents do not have

adequate resources.

In the aftermath of the Jan. 12, 2012, earthquake, Morne-A-Bruler residents face additional socio-economic and environmental problems with Hurricane
Isaac worsening the community situation. Poor families became even poorer with the loss oftheir agriculture, cattle heads and homes. This, of course, increased
the burden on the families’ school budget with immediate consequences for the academic year 2012-2013. A small school is located in the area situated beneath
arbors covered with palm leaves. However, when it rains these schools cannot function, and students are forced to stay home until the work space in the
classroom dries up. Schools in the department of southeast have no infrastructure and are void of all materials. The teacher to student ratio is one to 100. Such
conditions cannot deliver a quality education. Moreover, it is difficult to give homework and to correct exercises, much less regularly assess a pupil’s
knowledge. As a result, schools find it difficult to assert their legitimacy. Teachers in these schools receive miserable wages ranging from 750 to 1,000 gourds

($17.79 to $23.72) per month and are often not regularly paid.

Agriculture & Infrastructure

Froman environmental perspective, Mome-A-Bruler differs from other parts of Haiti because it s covered w]th vegtatlon, which is quite dense in its valleys,
foothills and mountain peaks. However, the nmjority of the cultivated land is in the focthills and mountairs where natural vegetation has been destroyed for the
benefit of cereal crops and food. Floods occur after intense rainfall, causing adverse agricultural impacts. Annual losses due to erosion are estimated at several
thowsand dollars per year. In addition, agriculture is fiequently challenged by natural events like starns and cyclones. As a result, charcoal is now a potential
income source, reducing soil fettility and agriculture perfornance due to deforestation. Even now, the situation is almost beyond remediation as no altemative
plans nor environmental protection exists.

Agriculture is essential to the ecanomic development of



Hati, yet it faces a variety of corstraints. Faming is claraderized by the absance of lrge hards, particularly the Greole Pig whose nuntbers were
sigrificantly raducad from1980- 1983 de to systenatic slaugter. It would be passible to raduce these types of losses through regiar vaccinetion canpaigns
and training Livestockis particularty importart inVbme-A-Bruler and a constant on alrrost all family farm's because it not only provides additional income but
also serves as an economic safetynet to cover ngjor andor unforeseen exparses. Cattle are used to produce milk, and litters are used to raise livestode Horses
arethe mainmode of trarsport for people and goadks. Goets are corsidered tobe nobilized savings, and birds are an excellent source of protein and inoone for
fanilies (cggs, neat)

The roed netwark in Mime-A-Bruer s dirt and inprectical for aniels, much less hunans during the rainy season. Walking and aninels are the most

comonforms oftransport. Ladk of a transpartation

inffasrueture is a handicap for business, commmicationand acess to potable weter: As a restilt, people are forcad to walk through unsafe gillies and hlls to
collect unpurified vater; which regatively inpacts tine and health. As a result, fanilies are carstantly exposed to water contamination and poor hygiene: In
Mome-ABrler; sanitation and healthserviaes are virtually non-existent as there are ro water testing facilities and no neans to treat diarhea and other water-
rebated health problens. Water is life ina conmunity like Vbme-A-Bruler. With no purified weter to drink; residents are foreed o capture their weter from
untestedsprings and, sonetines, directly fromuivers, gullies and hillsides.

In conclusion, farners in Mbrme-A-Bruler practice rainded agriculture, which is stbject to Neture’s whins and, thaefore, highly irregyilar. Agriaulture
storage facilities are ronrexistert, which causes viaste affer harvest due to 1o means of storage or processing, Inaddition, famass are forcedto pay large suns
for the purchase of sead narlets. Lowagriculture productivityis due to the abserce of any type of tednical suparvision. The area has no agricultural extersion
system 1o aredit and notraining, Solutions to these uncertainties could inclute establishment of savings and credit prograns, agricuitural input shops, storage
fcilities, enviromental education, famtraining and supervision, and technical education for inproving se of pastures and herdbreed nanimiztion. An
adequate roed systemwiould fadllitate transport of goods to nrairket and, possibly, pronote developnent of toursminwhat is still a beatiful area of the courtry:

Mome-ABruler is amently characterizedby the inmigrationof famlies fiomPort-arPrine after the 2010 eathauale. The adual rate of unenrploynrent
isofficiallyunknown althoughbest edinates dite 80percent. The commnity needs basic services and anability to nonitor spedific ulnerable groups, such as
children, pregrant women and the dderly. Alargenunber of young boys stay in the street becase they haveno place to go. And, young nothars five in the
street with bebies crying becase they have o place to go either. The latter, inperticular, need to leam besic skills so they can berespansble for their fiture
fanily. GVOHT has inadequete resouraes to nanage these angoing neads, espedially sinoe Mhrre-A-Bruler s anunknown area far flom the nrain developrrert
nachine There s no shartage to the residents” appeal for help, which i why the area is sending out this emergency call for Felp to any arganization, conpeny
ar individual who canhelp.

Mome-ABuler i a safe narketplce for developent and investrrent with a ready supply of workers and casuners ready to ke and purchese
produts. Ary inferested organiztions are ercouraged to suppart andto areate a working business relationship with GVOHT and its resicerts sothey canshare
inthe available resourass. The currant vision s to subnit projedts and wark caporately with potertial investars, conpanies ar donor agandies so positive
dhange can hagpen. Hhiti s fuill of sodial problenss, but the solution i to use inrovative strategjes and projects, joining organizations ard paople together, to
fullfill the promise of Morme-A-Bruler resicknts so they canacconplishanezing sodial denge whike inproving their conmnity’s reads.

Daniel Joseph, a nonprofit professional and native Haitian, is founder and director of Global Vision Over Haiti Today (GVOHT), a
humanitarian organization registered to the Haiti Social Affairs and Labor Ministry Department. GVOHT is committed to partnering with
organizations to improve the delivery of healthcare, food, shelter and education to the poorest, most abandoned areas in Haiti in exchange
for economic benefits from a willing community dedicated to working hard to better their lives.. For more information on GVOHT or how

to help Haiti, please contact Joseph directly at info@gvoht.org ordaniel.joseph@gvoht.org or jdaniel @gvoht.org
Website: www.gvoht.org


http://www.gvoht.org

HEALTH ISSUES

Morne-A-Bruler in Haiti is the most deficient in the supply and availability of Health Services is affected with high risk of contagious
diseases, high infant mortality rate, etc. There is a close relationship between the levels of fertility, mortality and nutritional status of
mothers. The evaluation of the nutritional status of women’s reproductive age is essential since it allows to identify groups at risk. The
absence of Health Care Center in the diving population is an answer to the death of a sick child, a pregnant woman who has a pain of
childbirth and accident at night. Morne-A-Bruler, due to the remote location remains abandoned and forgotten with regards to basic services
since its existence and is not accessible in other words there is no means of transportation, electricity being embraced with poverty there is a
high rate of not only health problems but, illiteracy, homeless and starvation. This deteriorates the health conditions of the vulnerable and
with existing economic condition; lack of food worsens the situation. Many children suffer from malnutrition due to the precariousness of
the economic situation after the passage of the disaster Earthquake Haiti. Let’s Analyze of someone who is living in Mome-A-Bruler Haiti,
unable to move and requires medical assistance or urgency. The only means that exist is a stretcher that is made by two pieces of wood and
not really comfortable to carry sick people. And as a remote Zone that require 9 hours walking on foot to reach to a medical clinic.. The

situation of pregnant women and

childen age 05 yeas and oldr rmains scandalous, threatening and frightening in  Mome-ABruler, Haiti.
The intemational agencies, campanies, organizations are invited to help building a Medical Center that would fecilitate reduce the discases
and child death rate, the obsolete Methods(Practices) archaic of childbirth as to cut the navel with a razar blace that may developing the

tetanus’ illness at the child.

Global Vision Over Haiti Today (organization) has mission long agp to contribute improving the lives citizens of this area but, needs

suppart in arder to acconplish this great vision.

~JUSTIFICATION OF PROGRAVS AND PROJECTS

The Population of Mame-A-Bruler has around 40271 inhabitarts, 2003), after the hurricanes Jeanne in 2004, ke, Anm in 2008 and in
Jaruary 2010 earthquake that damaged all the roads , agriculture, properties and loss of life. In spit of all, there is nothing yet dore to
prevent the spraying of diseases or recovery in this comnunity. If there is no intervention made to solve these sacial problens, the
population will be completdy disappeared. To overcome these problems, GVOHT took the initiative to develop such prgjects, which will

berefit of Morme-A-Bruler , Paulycienne Haiti and their neighbethood communities

Morme-A-Bruler,Haiti Due its remote location remains forgotten with regards to basic services since existence does not has access to
transportation and electricity. The impassable roads plays a role in the precarious sitwation of the inhabitarts. This deteriorates the Health

condition of the wilnerable people and with the existing economic condition, lack of food worsens the situation.

They may a home but no house to live, they may have a roof but no bed to sleep, being

raced with poverty there is a high rate of not
only health problens but also starvation and illiteracy. Note that Health problems such as infant mortality, malnutrition and deficiency
problems are high in rural part of the country Haiti. With regards to women of child bearing age nutritional status and high fertility rate

major cause of concerns.

In Morne-A-Bruler Haiti, the conditions of sanitation remains a challenge for the population, one of many problems in theme of health is
the absence of latrines and healthcare services. Most of the inhabitants of the community urinate / excrete on the roadside of households or
in bags and after throw them anywhere. The night soil left uncovered, cause diseases such as amoebiasi that peopple can catch directly or
indirectly from one to another or in the contaminated food and water . The pigs who thrive on night soil are the most common cause of
human excreta drop all over the place which is carried infections of trichinosis,trichurias , safaris ... etc. These diseases are most often

affected by communication via fly, wind, dust, shake hands efc. ...

Thus, the construction of Public latrines and HealthCare Center seems urgent and essential for the inhabitants of Morne-A-Bruler
community in general, as building latrines will contribute towards stopping the spread of these diseases to the population, the wind can no

longer lift the dust and dried excreta to contaminate food people. The pollution and the health condition will improve.

GVOHT aimto improve the people living conditions of the community and seek for support to build a Medical Center and Public latrines in
the village of Morne-A-Bruler, preventions have been taking against the disease, but due the lack of Healthcare and Latrines facility each

raining season the rate of the diseases are increased in this community =



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3

