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OUR PURPOSE

2,055
INVESTMENTS

World Connect activates power inside
communities by grantmaking with them
to advance progress on their terms.
The result of this co-investment model
is a more effective, cost efficient, high
impact, and sustainable local develop-
ment paradigm that can address urgent
inequities worldwide.

World Connect has improved health,
education, the environment, and economic
opportunity for more than 3.6 million
people across 42 countries with 2,055
co-investments to date. For every dollar
that World Connect invests, communities
are leveraging an additional $1.55 in co-in-
vestment. 94% of our partner communities
achieve their development objectives and
80% of communities sustain the impact of
our co-investments five years post award.

To multiply and sustain local grantmaking,
World Connect is supporting the growth

94%
SUCCESS

of locally-led grantmaking via Locally-Led
Development Hubs in Malawi, Rwanda,
New York City, Guatemala, Nigeria, and
Ecuador.

World Connect activates agency by
building community, trust, and fueling
action with investment. We meet new
people from all over the world every day
with openness. We listen to their ideas
with curiosity and interest. We trust and
invest quickly to activate their vision
for addressing urgent priorities in their
community.

World Connect envisions a future in which
communities have the necessary power
and resources to activate local devel-
opment on their own terms, and with its
funding, aims to impact 5 million people
with improved health, education and
economic opportunity by 2030.

$8.4M
INVESTED

$13M
COMMUNITY
CO-INVESTMENT

1,464
WOMEN
LEADERS

3.6M+
IMPACTED




Pamela Nathenson, left, with Senior Group Chief Headwoman Lambulira in Malawi,
celebrating the construction of the Nsala Library, which was supported with $9,184
from World Connect and $2,993 from the community. Photo by Natacha Weiss.

OUR LEADERSHIP

Dear Friends,

2025 will mark the 20th anniversary of
World Connect’s founding. We didn’t
look the same two decades ago as we
do now, but we were founded on the
same premise that communities have
the power inside to drive progress. We
began by ensuring a healthy start in
life for mothers and babies and in this
impact report, we feature two women—
Abosede Lewu and Myla Flores—who
continue that legacy by working to
ensure safe births and healthy lives for
women from Nigeria to New York City.

Since we were founded, we have
mobilized $21.4M in community devel-
opment investment. $8.4M has come
from the grants we award, $3.5M has
been matched by the communities we
partner with, and an additional $9.5M
has been raised through our joint efforts
with those communities to leverage sig-
nificant additional resources from gov-
ernment, foundations, and the private
sector. Our approach to development is
simple and straightforward yet also rep-
resents a paradigm shift. Communities
know best what they need and must
design and lead their own development
initiatives. By co-investing with commu-
nities, sustainability is locally owned and
not dependent on outsiders. Shifting
power and decision making to commu-
nities breaks with historic development
models that created dependency.

Talented and strong women have led
the majority of projects we invest in.
We have backed 1,464 women leaders
to date. In our report we showcase just
a handful of the remarkable women
leaders we have the privilege of support-
ing across the globe. There is immense
power inside women and we intend to
activate more of it with your support.
This year we are proud to have launched
our newest Locally-Led Development
Hub in Guatemala, which will be led by
an extraordinary woman, Lidia Oxi, who
has spent her career advocating for in-
digenous women and girls in Guatemala.

Through your generous support you have
activated transformational power inside
communities and based on our success,
we are more energized than everto invest
in women across the globe who drive
change. Thank you for your generosity
and for enabling a vision where commu-
nities can utilize the power they have to
activate development from within.

Gratefully,
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George Biddle  Pamela Nathenson
Chairman Executive Director
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IN MYSELF AND SO DID MY COMMUNITY."

—MARISOL PENALOZA




“WHEN YOU ARE BELIEVED
IN WITH INVESTMENT, THAT
IS VERY DIFFERENT THAN
BEING TOLD YOU CAN DO
ANYTHING. WITH FUNDING,

YOU CAN."

—RITA IDEHAI

“I NEVER IMAGINED | COULD
BE A LEADER. WHEN NYC
CONNECT SHOWED THAT
THEY BELIEVED IN ME WITH
AN INVESTMENT, | KNEW
| WAS SETTING OUT ON A

NEW JOURNEY."

—JOSEFA MARIN




“THERE ARE MANY ORGANIZATIONS HELPING THOSE OF US WITH
BIG DREAMS. WORLD CONNECT IS AMONG THE VERY BEST. THEY
TREAT OUR IDEAS, OUR DREAMS, AND US, WITH DIGNITY. FUNDING
THAT IS INVESTED WITH DIGNITY IS POWERFUL."

—DELPHINE UWAMAHORO

“IN THE BEGINNING, ALL WE HAVE
ARE THE DREAMS INSIDE OUR
HEADS. BUT WHEN A CHAMPION
LIKE WORLD CONNECT COMES
ALONG NOT ONLY TO FUND YOUR
DREAM, BUT TO ADVOCATE FOR
YOU AND YOUR DREAM, YOU BEGIN
TO BELIEVE THAT THE IMPOSSIBLE
CAN BECOME POSSIBLE."

—OMOBOLANLE ADEDEJI




“NYC CONNECT DIDN'T JUST PROVIDE A GRANT, THEY EXTENDED
A HELPING HAND WHENEVER | NEEDED IT. THIS UNWAVERING
SUPPORT FUELS MY DETERMINATION TO SUCCEED.”

—ARELIS FIGUEROA

“THE TRUST AFFORDED TO
ME BY MUDZI CONNECT WAS
LIFE CHANGING. BELIEVING
IN THOSE WHO HAVEN'T
BEEN BELIEVED IN BEFORE—
THAT IS WORLD CONNECT'S
SUPERPOWER.”

—PATIENCE KHEMBO




THE LIFE SAVERS

“WORLD CONNECT WAS
FIRST—A FIRST BELIEVER IN
ME, A FIRST INVESTOR IN ME,
A FIRST CHAMPION OF ME. IT
IS HARD TO EXPLAIN WHAT
POWER THAT CONFIDENCE
AND INVESTMENT CAN DO. IF
ALL OF US WITH THE VISION
TO DRIVE CHANGE IN OUR
COMMUNITIES COULD HAVE
WORLD CONNECT BEHIND
US, WE COULD SEE WHAT

IT WOULD BE LIKE FOR OUR
WORLD TO THRIVE'

—ABOSEDE LEWU

ABOSEDE LEWU, Nigeria

Witnessing her mother nearly die while giving birth catapulted Abosede Lewu, an ob-
stetrician/gynecologist and public health expert, into a career focusing on saving the
lives of girls and women in Nigeria’s most challenging and toughest circumstances.
With degrees from Harvard, University of Lagos, and University of Maiduguri, Abosede
is a nonstop innovator, opening a women'’s clinic and launching apps to make health
information and healthcare more accessible. She also organises free screenings
to diagnose diseases early and trainings to educate and empower traditional birth
attendants, bridging cultural wisdom and modern solutions to transform maternal
healthcare in Nigeria.

“NEW YORK'S MATERNAL
MORBIDITY AND CESAREAN
RATES ARE UNACCEPTABLE.
THANKS TO NYC CONNECT'S
SUPPORT, MY ABILITY TO
EMPOWER GROWING FAMILIES
WITH MORE OPTIONS WAS
IGNITED, SO | CONTINUE

TO EXPAND ACCESS TO
IMPROVED PRENATAL CARE,
BIRTH OUTCOMES, AND
FAMILY EXPERIENCES.”

—MYLA FLORES

MYLA FLORES, New York City

Myla Flores is dedicated to transforming maternal care in New York. With NYC
Connect’s support, she has broadened language access to comprehensive pre- and
postnatal education and programs, reaching underserved populations. Myla can
also be found driving the “Womb Bus,” delivering vital social support and resources
to New Yorkers. Leading a passionate team, this year she proudly launched a brick
and mortar clinic, Maryam Reproductive Health + Wellness, offering collaborative,
respectful community perinatal care. This milestone paves the way for her ultimate
vision: establishing a birth center to revolutionize healthcare and well-being for all
birthing individuals and future generations.
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“THE IDEAS TO DRIVE
DEVELOPMENT IN
MALAWI ARE HERE. MUDZI
CONNECT IS A LOCALLY-
LED ORGANIZATION
ACTIVATING THE TALENT
AND VISION INSIDE THE
COUNTRY WITH THEIR
INVESTMENTS AND
TOGETHER, WE—THE
INNOVATORS AND THE
FUNDERS OF MALAWI—
WILL TAKE THE LEAD ON
DEVELOPMENT.”

—WANGIWE KAMBUZ]|

“I HAVE BEEN SO HAPPY TO PARTNER WITH NYC
CONNECT TO INCREASE MY CAPACITY TO MEET THE
HEALTHY FOOD NEEDS OF COMMUNITIES OF COLORIN
HARLEM AND THE BRONX. THESE FOOD MARKETS ARE A
LABOR OF LOVE AND A SILENT PROTEST FOR CHANGE."

—JUDI DESIRE




“AT MUDZI CONNECT, WE ARE INSPIRED EACH DAY BY THE LOCAL
LEADERS WHO BRING THE IDEAS, COMMITMENT, AND TALENT TO
DRIVE PROGRESS IN THEIR COMMUNITIES. WE ARE HONORED TO

INVEST IN COMMUNITY-LED DEVELOPMENT."
“WORLD CONNECT

—RUTH CHAMANGWANA
PROGRAM MANAGER RWANDA IS PROUD TO
MUDZI CONNECT INVEST IN THE TALENT
AND RESILIENCE OF

WOMEN IN RWANDA,
WHO HAVE THE POWER
TO TRANSFORM

THEIR LIVES AND
COMMUNITIES WITH
INVESTMENT."

—RHODA KANYESIGYE
DIRECTOR, WORLD
CONNECT RWANDA
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“WOMEN ARE SO POWERFUL.

THEY CAN DO ABSOLUTELY
ANYTHING. THE BEST
THING THAT SOMEONE WHO
WANTS TO HELP CAN DO

IS TO INVEST IN THE IDEAS
AND VISION OF WOMEN -
THEY WILL MAKE SOCIETIES
HEALTHIER, SMARTER, AND
MORE PRODUCTIVE."

—TONY JOY

“SOLUTIONS CAN BE SO
SIMPLE, BUT HARD TO
IMPLEMENT WITHOUT THE
NECESSARY FUNDING AND
SUPPORT. WE ARE EXCITED
TO WATCH THE GROWTH OF
WORLD CONNECT RWANDA
AS THE ORGANIZATION, A
LOCALLY-LED GRANTMAKER,
BECOMES A POWERFUL
ALLY TO THOSE OF US
WORKING TO MAKE OUR
COMMUNITIES HEALTHIER.”

—OLIVE NYIRANEZA




OUR INVESTORS

WORLD CONNECT, INC. DONORS

$250,000+
Shelly and Tony Malkin

$100,000+

The Jonathan and Kathleen
Altman Foundation

Tim Disney

Michael and Barbara Eisenson

Haney Family Fund

Tarek Sherif

$75,000+
George and Leslie Biddle
John and Elena Coumantaros

$50,000+

Clara Bingham and Joe Finnerty
Flour Mills Nigeria Plc.

Patrick Healy

Robert Hecht and Shan Soe-Lin
The Jerome Avenue Fund

Sean and Jennifer Reilly

$25,000+

Andy and Heather Boyd

Kristen Anderson-Lopez and
Robert Lopez

Peter and Isabel Malkin

Project Redwood

David Wells and Sonya Moore-Wells

$10,000+
Anonymous
Arrillaga Foundation

The Nancy Biddle Family Fund

Linda Cabot and Ed Anderson

Stephanie Cabot and
Marcus Lovell Smith

Glen Davis

Friends of Malawi

Mary Higgins and John Lechner, IV

James and Edwina Hunt

Diane E. Lifton, Trustee, Jerome and
Dolores Zuckerman Gewirtz
Charitable Trust

Scott and Laura Malkin

William O’Farrell

Jay and Rose Phillips Family Foundation
of Minnesota

The Prosperity Fund

JJ Ramberg and Scott Glass

Margaret and Andrew Schilling

Christopher and Megan Scott

RG and Julia Solmssen

The Zients Family Foundation

$5,000+

David and Betty Bagnani
Beatrice Hamza Bassey

Katie and Brian Boland

Donald and Betsy Daniel

RL and Christina Dougherty
Elizabeth Galvin

Ellen Goldberg and Barnaby Grist
Irene Haney

Arum Lee Lansel

Milena Lurie

Thomas and Patricia Lightbown
Sang Lee and Chris Mansfield
Jenny and Tony McAuliffe

Sarah and Peter O'Hagan
William Perry and Leisa Little
Amédée Prouvost and Clare Cushman
Andrea Schwartzman

Sheep Meadow Foundation
Sheinman-Tsanos Family Foundation
Jack and Jennifer Sullivan
NEYEUERVITETES

Ravi and Suzanne Yadav

$1,000+
Anonymous
Blum Family Foundation
Brown Brothers Harriman &amp; Co.
Charles and Sarah Cabot
Margaret Cabot
Sarah and Simon Collier
Catherine Cooper
Kelly Currie and Tara Sher
Ben Cushman and Marc Nadeau
Maria D’Albert
Christopher and Michelle Daniel
Peter and Gabriella Daniel
Joseph Duffy
Lisa Giobbi and Paul Guilfoyle
Margaret Gould Stewart and

David Stewart
Elizabeth and Reade Griffith
Stephanie Hunt and Stephen Trevor
Rehmah Kasule
Karin Day Kingsley and Paul Kingsley
Elizabeth Larsen

Joan Loughnane

Cathy Lurie and H Eric Cushing
The Thomas Newberry Charitable Fund
Newman’'s Own Foundation
William Nutting

Pannonia Foundation

Katherine and Bo Peabody

Rotary Club of Los Gatos

George and Nancy Rupp

Martha and Paul Samuelson
Viviane Scott

Sevransky Donor Advised Fund
Carrie Simon

Sarah Slusser

Zanthe Taylor and Matthew Lissak
Anthony and Natacha Weiss

$500+

Daniel and Lucerne Battsek

Molly Bingham

Bow Seat Ocean Awareness Program
Sue and Patrick Higdon

John G. Hockman

Audra Keller

Maureen and Michael Terris

Ayanna Wayner

Christian Zacariassen
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LUSO LIBRARY

Zinsisi Za Dziko Zinabisidwa
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WORLD CONNECT
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

AS OF DECEMBER 31 2023 R
MANAGEMENT
AND GENERAL 9% ———
PROGRAM
ASSETS SERVICES 81% —————
Cash $ 432990
Contributions Receivable 358,489
Investments 478,886
Prepaid Expenses 11,602 SUPPORT AND REVENUE 2023
Other Assets, net 102,216
Contributions and Grants S 2,056,821
Total Assets S 1,437,505 Government Grants 11,088
Donated/In Kind Services 93,971
(Loss) Gain on Foreign Currency Translation (8,429)
LIABILITIES Investment (Loss) Gain 30,925
Accounts Payable and Other Income 12,253
Accrued Expenses $ 307567
Deferred Revenue 11,065 Total Support and Revenue S 2,196,629
Total Liabilities S 318,632
EXPENSES
Program Expenses S 2,230,379
NET ASSETS Supporting Expenses
Without Donor Restrictions S 533143 Management and General S 254,044
With Donor Restrictions 585,730 Fundraising and Development S 270,755
Total Net Assets $ 1,118,873 Total Expenses S 2,755,178
Total Liabilities and Net Assets $ 1,437,505 Change in Net Assets* S (558,549)

*The financial statements for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2023 were
impacted by the required accounting treatment for multi-year pledges under

US GAAP and timing of a projected grant approval, resulting in a deficit for the
year. Adjusting for multi-year pledges, a net of $225,000 would be recognized as
revenue to cover costs in 2023, and $300,000 in grant funding expected in 2023
was approved in 2024.






BOARD LEADERSHIP

World Connect, Inc.
Board of Directors

George Biddle, Chairman

Stephanie Cabot, Secretary

James Hunt, Treasurer
Christoph Becker
Clara Bingham
Courtenay Cabot Venton
Tamala Chirwa

John Coumantaros
Glen Davis

Ellen Goldberg

Julia Haney

Robert Hecht

Rehmah Kasule

Arum Lee Lansel
Anatole Manzi

Morag Neill-dohnson
Amédée Prouvost

JJ Ramberg

Sean Reilly

Andrea Schwartzman
Jack Sullivan

Ayanna Wayner

Board Members Emeriti

John Adams
Bill Haney

Mudzi Connect, Malawi
Board of Directors

Tamala Chirwa, Chair
Arthur Chibwana

Celeste Chibwana Partridge

Edwina Hanjahanja
Anna Msowoya-Keys
Tokha Manyungwa
Elwin Sichiola

Peter Yakobe

World Connect UK
Board of Directors

Chris Cabot, Chair
Hafsat Abiola
Kemal Ahmed
Andrew Bedford
Stephanie Cabot
Sarah Caplin
Emmanuelle Lepic
Kristina Kenworthy
Esme Lovell Smith
Jo Lankester

[lia Tchelikidi

NYC Connect
Advisory Committee

Sung E Bai
Noah Chasin
Shelly Malkin
Henry Obispo
Jade Vasquez
Ayanna Wayner

Front cover photo: An investment of $7,000 from World
Connect Rwanda enabled a mother’s group to build a child
care center, pictured here are three of the mother leaders.
The Government of Rwanda committed to provide two
teachers in perpetuity to staff the child care center. The
local sustainability of this project demonstrates the value
of World Connect’'s community co-investment model. World
Connect invests in ideas that come from communities, that
are led by and owned by communities, and that achieve
sustainability through local sustained funding and commit-
ment. Photo by Phoenix Johnson.

Back cover photo: The Katengeza Cooperative formed in
Malawi to develop income generating opportunities for
women and girls affected by the HIV/AIDS epidemic, and
was able to increase revenue 400% by improving their nutri-
tional herb packaging with a first investment of $685 from
Mudzi Connect. After two additional larger business devel-
opment investments, one being World Connect’s Founder’s
Prize, Katengeza has seen a 32,000% increase in revenue.
Ripple effects throughout the community include reductions
in gender-based violence, increases in financial literacy, and
diversification of businesses. Pictured on the cover is a
mother, on the right, who is a member of the cooperative and
who with her earnings purchased a sewing machine for her
daughter. Her daughter is now able to run her own tailoring
business and cover her own health care costs to manage her
sickle cell anemia. Photo by Pamela Nathenson.

Impact Report design courtesy
Burnside & Seifer, burnside-seifer.com

WORLD CONNECT, INC.

1370 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS
FLOOR 29

NEW YORK, NY 10019
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